the glorious

The Qur'an is Divine Speech and the uncreated Word of Allah. Muslims believe that many books and shorter
epistles were revealed to Prophets, four of which are prominent: Tawrat [Torah] given to Sayyiduna Misa .,
Zabiir [Psalms] given to Sayyiduna Dawdd =, Injil [New Testament] given to Sayyiduna Yisa « and the Qur'an
given to Sayyiduna Muhammad . Books and epistles given to previous nations were altered by their scholars and
are not found in their original form today. The Qur'an is protected by Allah & and will remain unaltered and
uncorrupted farever. It is disbelief [kufr] to doubt, dispute or reject even a single word of this book. There are some
words and verses which we cannot fully comprehend — or the literal meaning of which may appear problematic.
Such verses are interpreted as best as we can and Only Allah knows their true meaning. It is not permitted to
interpret the Qur'an merely on the basis of knowing Arabic. Even if one masters Arabic, they will still have to gain
expertise in agidah, figh, hadith and associated sciences to be able to interpret the Qur'an. The Qur'an refers to the
Pre-eternal, Uncreated, Divine Speech of Allah, and is transcendent from sounds and letters; in common usage, it
also refers to the letters and words in Arabic that are used (kalam lafZ) to convey this information (kalam nafsi).
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. MIRACLE OF THE QUR’AN .

miracle that will remain for

RAN 30 Darts % 114 Ehapters % 6'236 Verses % The Qur'an is an unceasing
U 304,740 letters # 71,934 words # s : ey e wondes o

revealed in every age, such
as validation of information in
it and its timeless eloguence.

MEMORISING THE QUR’AN SEon S SN

Allah % has made the Qur'an easy to remember [54:17]. The Qur'an is the world's

most memarised book. Every practising Muslim memorises a few chapters. Millions
of Muslims, even young children have memorised all the 600+ pages (77,934
words, 14,871 unique words), though less than 20% Muslims know Arabic. Billions of
Muslims (in 15 centuries) have memoarised eloquent passages from a linguistic
masterpiece, including those who cannot speak or understand the language!

The Qur'an was revealed over a period of
twenty-three vyears. The first verse was
revealed in the cave of Hird'a and the
Prophet <> was 40 years old at that time.
The last verse was revealed 81 days (vide
Ibn Abbas ) or 9 nights (vide Sayid ibn
Jubayr«) before his £ passing away.

The Qur'an was compiled in three phases.
FIRST: In the presence of RasulAllah  the
verses (ayat) were ordered within chapters
PHASES  (sGrahs) but not written down in a book.

~ SECOND: After the Battle of Yamamah, in which
COMPILING  many memorisers of the Quran were martyred,
THE Sayyiduna Umar-2 exhorted Sayyiduna Abd Bakr

QUR'AN  3-Siddiq to have the Qur'an written in a book.
Sayyiduna Abu Bakr« assigned this task to Sayyiduna Zayd ibn
Thabit, who began the arduous task of verifying each verse by
requiring at least two Companions to bear testimony for it. The
early drafts were with Aba Bakr« and after his demise passed
on to Umare; after his martyrdom, they passed on to his
daughter Sayyidah Hafsah < THIRD: Sayyiduna Uthman « took
the codices from Sayyidah Hafsah « and completed the
compilation of the Qur'an. He had all other codices and individual
fragments incinerated to avoid potential confusion and strife. This
copy of the standardised script has been handed down by
successive generations and Is the same Qur'an we read today.

Sayyiduna Uthman ibn Affan « had four

4 copies of the standardised Mushaf made.
Three of these were sent to Basrah, Kifah

CODICES and Syria; the fourth was retained in
OF Madinah. These are known as the Uthman
UTHMAN Codices. It is also said that the codices
prepared were seven, and the additional three
were sent to Makkah, Yemen and Bahrain.

Some of these codices survive to this day.

It is obligatory (wajib) to prostrate, when
one recites or hears the recitation of the

following fourteen verses :

SUJuD 1. Aaraf (7:206) 8. Nam! (27:26)
N5As 2. Raad (13:15) 9. Sajdah (32:15)
itag 3 Nafl (16:50) 10. %ad (38:24)
L’E,’L‘_,bj:ﬁ} 4. lsra'a (17:109) 11, Fussilat (41:38)
. 5. Maryam (19:58) 12.Najm (53:62)
GG ¢ i 28) 13. Inshigaq (84:21)
Jhﬂb}f@\» 7. Furgan (25:60) 14. Alaqg (96:19).

According to Imam Shafiyi, the fourteenth sajdah is the
second instance in strah Hajj (22:77) instead of strah Sad
(in the list above). Differing opinions concerning the number
of sujud are: eleven (Imam Malik) and fifteen (Imam Ahmad).

The name of RasulAllah < is mentioned five times
in the Noble Qur'an. Four times as Muhammad < in the
following strahs: Aal Imran, 3:144: Al-Ahzab, 33:40;

Yasa [Isaiah 2] Yunus [Jonas 4] Idris [Enoch 2], Dhu'l Kifl
[Ezekiel 2], Salih [9] saiggand our master Muhammad  As«eige
There is no consensus concerning the prophethood of
Uzayr . Dhu'l Qarnayn and Lugman are not known to be
prophets. The numbers in parantheses indicate the number of
times, the names of each prophet is mentioned in the Qur'an.

. TIMES  \yhammad, 47:2; Al-Fat'h, 48:29 and once as Afimad £in
s strah Al-Saff 61:6. He is also mentioned by other names,
LV{L U2 that describe his attributes, such as: Rahmatun Il Aalamin,
°/, 2 Ra'lf, Rahim, Bashir, Nadhir, Muzzammil, Muddath'thir,
. Jsdewile Taha, YaSin, Siraj, Murir, Abd, Rasil, Nabiyy, Dayi ila Allah,
Twenty-five prophets are named in the Qur'an: Our Masters
Adam [Adam 25], Nih [Noah 43], Ibrahim [Abraham 69],
[smavil [Ishmael 12], \S'ﬁéq [lsaac 17], Yaqub [Jacob 16],
. NAMES  vis,f [Joseph 27], Misa [Moses 136), Hartn [Aaron 20],
: OF Shuayb [11], Lat [Lot 27], Had [7], Dawad [David 16],
. PROPHETS 5 jlayman [Solomon 17], Ayyib [Job 4], llyas [Elijah 2],
: N » Zakariyyah [Zechariah 7], Yaﬁvé [John 5], Yisa [Jesus 25],
L/.LUT 2G5

D A Ll M

" RIGOROUSLY
© VALIDATED
- READINGS

SINGULAR
READINGS

U

FAMOUS
READINGS

& MAKKI
33

MADANI

RasulAllah« has said: “The Qur'an was revealed in seven
letters”. While the true meaning of 'seven letters' is not
known, some scholars opine that it refers to variant
readings of the Qur'an: Seven of which are rigorously-
authenticated (mutawatir); and additional three are lone-
narrator (ahad); in all, these ten are known as the well-
known (mash'han variants. This does not mean that every
word or verse has a variant reading. Extensive literature
on this topic and elucidating upon these differences is
available, such as, Imam Shatibr's (d.590 AH) didactic
poem, Hirz al-Amani and Imam Ibn al-Jaziri's (d.833 AH)
Al-Nashr fi'l Qira‘at al-Ashar. There is no contradiction in
meanings due to variant readings. For example, maliki
yawmid din, with elongation on mim is also recited as
maliki yawmi'd din as a variant and they mean the same.
Variant readings (giraat) are identified by their narrators.
Each of these ten readings is further transmitted by two
narrators. The girdah of Aasim via Hafg and Nafiy via Warsh
are the two widespread recitations in the world today.

According to Qur'an scholars there are three definitions for
a srah or an ayah to be classified as Makki or Madant:
1.Verses that were revealed in Makkah are Makki and
those revealed in Madinah are Madani. 2. Verses that
were revealed before the Emigration (Hijrah) are Makki

and those after are Madani. € 3. \erses which address the people of Makkah

are Makki, and those which address the people of Madinah are Madani. &

NAMES OF THE BOOK: qur'an THE QURAN furqan THE DIFFERENTIATOR kitab THE Book dhikr THE REMEMBRANCE wahy THE

REVELATION tamzil THE [REVELATION] DESCENDED qasas THE LORE rith THE souL mathaniy THE TwICE REVEALED huda THE GUIDANCE bayan

THE DESCRIPTION tibyan ELuciDaTOR mawyizah THe counseL rahmah mercy bashir civer oF cLap TiDINGS nadhir WARNER OF

PUNISHMENT &ziz THE RESPECTED hakim THE wist muhaymin THE BLESSED balagh peLIvERED MESSAGE shifa’a THE CURE majid THE

GLORIOUS ik THE LIGHT kalam owviNe seecH karim nosLe &y exaLten hikmah wisoov mubarak vuniFicent habl THE rope

sirat al-mustaqim THE STRAIGHT PATH qayyim THE TENACIOUS fagl THE UNRAVELER maba’un azim THE GREAT NEws ahsanw’l

hadith seautiFuL speecH Arabi UNCREATED woRD qawd saving basayir INsicHTs flm knowLence haqq THE TRUTH hadi THE GuIDE

ajab marveLLous tadhkirah reminDeR Girwah al-wuthqa THE FIRM HoLD mutashabih RESEMBLING [OTHER DIVINE BOOKS] sidq

THE TRUTH a&dll THE JUST Tyman FAITH @mr THE COMMANDMENT bushra coop News zabir INSCRIPTION mubin THE MANIFEST BOOK

NAMES MENTIONED IN THE QUR’AN: ANGELS Jibril (Gabriel) the archangel, Mikayil (Michael), Harat-Marat who were put to trial, Raad-
Barq ferocious angels, Malik the guardian angel of Hell, Sijil, Qayid, Kiraman-Katibin, Hafazah, Raqib-Atid, Zabaniyah COMPANIONS Only Zayd

ibn al-Harithah. NON-PROPHETS Tmran father of Maryam Harin brother of Maryam Uzayr also believed to be a prophet Tubba a pious man; also

said to be a prophet Lugman the wise man; he was an Ethiopian slave. Taqiyy cousin of Maryam, or a pious man in her time Talat good king

WOMEN Sayyidah Maryam is the only woman named in the Qur'an. DISBELIEVERS Qarin the rich cousin of Sayyiduna Muasa s Jalat Goliath

Haman Firawn's wicked vizier Bushra person in the caravan that took Sayyiduna YUsuf sa Aazar uncle or (step?)father of Sa\/\/[duna lbrahim s
Nasiy JINN Iblis his name was Azazil before he fell. TRIBES/NATIONS Yajij-Ma'jaj, Aad, Thamiid, Madyan, Quraysh, Riim (Romans). Also: People
of Madinah, People of Niih, People of Lot, People of Tubba, People of Ibrahim, People of Aykah, People of Rass, People of Yiinus, People of
Ukhdid. IDOLS Wadd, Suwaa, Yaghith, Yadiq, Nasr, Lat, Uzza, Manat, Rujz, Jibt-Taghat, Rashad, Azar, Baal. PLACES Bakkah-Makkah,
Madinah (also mentioned as Yathrib), ﬂrafét, Safa-Marwah, Majmaa aI-Baﬁravn, Masjid al-Aqsa, Kaabah, Masjid al-Haram, Maqgam Ibrahim,
Badr, Uhud, Hunayn, Jama Muzdalifah, Mashari’l Haram (the hill) Masjid Birar, Naq'a place between Arafat and Muzdalifah Misr Egypt, Babil
Babylon Aykah/Laykah is where Sayyiduna Shuayb s lived Hijr the lands of Thamid close to Syria, near Wadi al-Qura Ahqaf a sand hill near
Oman and Hadramawt Tar Sina’a Mount Sinai; the mountain where Sayyiduna Misa s was summoned Jadiy the mountain on which the ark of
Sayyiduna Nih s landed after the flood subsided Tuwa a valley in Palestine Kahf the cave where the seven sleepers lie Raqim a valley in that
mountain, or the dog of the Sleepers (as’hab kahf) Arim a valley Jard a township Sarim a place in Yemen Qaf a mountain Juruz a town Taghiyah

the place were Thamiid were punished Saba’. PLACES IN THE HEREAFTER Firdaws: the highest place in Paradise illiyy@in lofty place in Paradise;

place where good deeds are recorded Kawthar stream in Paradise; Pond of the Prophet «: Salsabil-Tasnim springs in Paradise, Aaraf, Sijjin the
place were souls of disbelievers are imprisoned Satiid a mountain in Hell Mawbiq, Ghayy, Atham, Wayl, Sayir, Sayil, Suhq valleys in Hell Falaq

a pit in Hell Yahmiim dark smoke in Hell APPELLATIONS Ummi people of Umm al-Qura (i.e. Makkah), Abqariy dwelling of the Jinn Samiriyy from
Samirn or Samirah ﬂrabi\/ CELESTIAL OBJECTS Sun, Moon, Tariq, Sirius (Shiyra) ANIMALS/ BIRDS/INSECTS Salwa, Gnat, Fly, Bee, Spider, Locust,
Hoopoe, Crow, Ababil (small birds), Ants, Goat, Sheep, Cattle, Frog, Elephant, Monkeys/Apes, Lion, Lice, Dog, Mule, Cow, Calf Serpents,
Donkey, Swine, Whale, Horse, Wolf, Moth/Butterfly, Termites, Fish, Camel, She-Camel. TITLES Abd Lahab kafir and uncle of RastlAllah
Israyil title of Sayyiduna Yaqab w Masih the Messiah (Sayyiduna Yisa s ) llyas (prophef) but also said to be the title of Sayyiduna Idris « Nih
said to be the title of the prophet; and his name was Abdu'l Ghaffar <. Dhu'l Kifl title of llyas or Yasaa or Yishaa or Zakariyyah = Dhu’l Qarnayn
Alexander; but he is not the polytheist Macedonian king in the time of Aristotle Firawn pharoah, whose name was Walid Tubba Kings of Yemen.

TAJWID: RULES OF QUR’AN RECITATION

It is obligatory to recite the Qur'an in Arabic and according to
the rules of recitation. This means to learn to pronounce
every letter properly and fulfilling the conditions and
matching the attributes of the letter. To learn where to stop
and start; to know the rules concerning the attributes of
each letter such as, assimilation, elision and elongation, etc.

MERITS OF RECITING THE QUR’AN
RasulAllah has said: The best among you are those who learn the Qur'an
and teach it. Those who recite it proficiently will be with angels and

those who recite it with difficulty will get double the reward.
Luminious crowns will be placed on the heads of those who recite

RIDAWI

the Quran diligently, and upon the heads of their parents. On Lﬁ

Judgement Day, the Qur'an will intercede for those who recite it.
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